
Our Contributors 

 

Aidan McQuade is a writer and independent human rights consultant. He comes from South 

Armagh in the North of Ireland. He was director of Anti-Slavery International from 2006 to 

2017. Prior to that he worked extensively in development and humanitarian operations, 

including from 1996 to 2001 leading Oxfam GB’s emergency responses to the civil war in 

Angola. He holds a PhD from the University of Strathclyde, and is a recognised expert on 

forced labour and trafficking on which he regularly advises businesses, international and non-

governmental organisations. He is the author of two books: a novel, The Undiscovered 

Country; and Ethical Leadership: moral decision-making under pressure. His third book, a 

novel entitled, Some Service to the State will be published in 2023. 

 

Rev John Maxwell Kerr, SOSc, was educated in Canada and England. He is an honours 

graduate of the Universities of Toronto, Leeds, and Nottingham. For many years he was a 

university lecturer, principally on the sciences and religion, and on Oxford University’s 

graduate level Summer Programme in Theology and for Oxford University’s Continuing 

Education Programme at Kellogg College, and in America for the Christopher Wren 

Continuing Education Programme at the College of William and Mary. John trained for 

ordination at Lincoln Theological College (1975-77) and was ordained Deacon and Priest in 

Oxford Diocese in the Church of England in 1977/8, serving his title as Curate in Windsor 

before returning to academic life. John was one of the founders, and second Warden, of the 

Society of Ordained Scientists. He also served as Secretary of the Science and Religion 

Forum, organizing and chairing conferences from 1982 to 1988. He was co-editor of the 

Science and Religion in Schools Project in Oxford (2002-2006) and wrote reviews for the 

Scientific and Medical Network on philosophy, religion and science. From 1982 to 2004, he 

taught at Winchester College. From 2007-15, John served as Episcopal Chaplain to the 

faculty, staff, and students of The College of William and Mary. In ‘retirement’ from 2015 

until 2021, he served as Bishop’s Vicar of St Luke’s Episcopal Church, Blackstone, Virginia. 

He holds certificates in Spiritual Direction (RUAH XV Richmond Hill) and Congregational 

Spiritual Direction. John is a member of St Helen’s Church, Abingdon, and the Unitarian 

Chapel Society at Harris Manchester, College, Oxford University. 



Barrie Needham was born and bred in England. He is emeritus professor of spatial planning 

at the Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands. 

 

Frank Walker is a retired Unitarian minister who most recently served as minister of 

Cambridge and Bury St Edmonds from 1976 to 1999. 

 

Graham Murphy was minister at Ullet Road Church, Liverpool and Principal of the 

Unitarian College, Manchester. He subsequently worked as a gardener and wrote three books 

published by the National Trust. He is also the author of Land of Sacred Legends, a Guide to 

Early Christian Sites in north-west Wales, Sigma Press. 

 

David A. Williams is Emeritus Perren Professor of Astronomy at University College 

London, and a former President of the Royal Astronomical Society. 

 

Philip Orr is currently training as a therapist in St Albans, England having worked for many 

years in Northern Ireland as a teacher of English and Drama, a researcher, writer and 

historian. His recent book of poems and prose The Illustrated History of Flight deals with the 

subject of his own fundamentalist background. Philip is a member of the Royal Irish 

Academy. 

 

Rev Jim Corrigall is the District Minister for Unitarians in London and South-East England. 

His ministries before this included five years with the Lancashire Collaborative Ministry and 

the congregations of Padiham, Rawtenstall and Chorley, and two years in Suffolk (at Ipswich 

and Framlingham), which followed Unitarian ministry training at Harris Manchester College, 

Oxford. His first career was journalism, which included 17 years at BBC World Service in 

London. An active trade unionist, Jim was president of the National Union of Journalists in 

2004-5. Originally from South Africa, Jim was active in the struggle against apartheid for 

many years. 

 


